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(57) ABSTRACT

The disclosure relates to the field of image processing tech-
nologies and particularly to a method and device for deter-
mining an image offset and a storage medium. A method
according to an embodiment of the disclosure includes: divid-
ing equally an acquired target image into a number M*N of
first sub-areas and dividing equally an acquired image to be
aligned into a number M*N of second sub-areas; determining
anarea offset between each first sub-area and a corresponding
second sub-area; and determining an image offset between
the target image and the image to be aligned according to the
determined multiple area offsets.

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR DETERMINING
IMAGE OFFSET AND STORAGE MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to Chinese Patent
Application No. 201410036125 X, filed with the State Intel-
lectual Property Office of People’s Republic of China on Jan.
24, 2014 and entitled “Method and device for determining
image offset”, which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety for all purposes.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the field of image process-
ing technologies and to a method and device for determining
an image offset and a storage medium.

BACKGROUND

A camera device includes a photo camera, a video camera,
etc., and can further include a handset, a tablet computer, a
notebook computer and other mobile terminals with a front-
camera and/or a back-camera, and a television set, a desktop
computer and other terminal devices with an external camera.

The camera device is typically configured to acquire an
image and can be further configured to present the acquired
image to a user. Acquisition of an image can involve the
following at least two aspects: one of the aspects relates to
previewing of the image, that is, a preview image is generated
before an image is taken so that the user can conveniently
select an appropriate angle at which the image is taken, and
the other aspect relates to taking of the image, that is, the
image is taken by pressing a predetermined switch on the
camera device, clicking on a predetermined area on the cam-
era device or performing another predetermined operation. In
the process above of acquiring the image, it is typically nec-
essary to extract image details respectively from multiple
acquired images to thereby compose a single image, and this
may necessitate alignment of two or more images acquired at
different instances of time and under different conditions
(e.g., weather, illumination, and locations and angles at which
the images are taken, etc.), which is referred to as image
registration.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of the disclosure provide a method and
device for determining an image offset and a storage medium.

According to an embodiment of the disclosure, there is a
method of determining an image offset, the method includ-
ing:

dividing equally an acquired target image into a number
M*N of first sub-areas and dividing equally an acquired
image to be aligned into a number M*N of second sub-areas,
wherein the number of images acquired between the acquired
target image and the acquired image to be aligned is below a
preset threshold, and the aspect ratio of the target image is the
same as the aspect ratio of the image to be aligned, and both
M and N are positive integers, and the ratio of M to N is equal
to the aspect ratios;

for each first sub-area in the target image, determining an
area offset between the first sub-area and the corresponding
second sub-area, wherein the location of the first sub-area in
the target image is the same as the location of the correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned; and
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determining an image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned according to the area offsets between
the respective first sub-area and the corresponding second
sub-areas.

According to an embodiment of the disclosure, there is an
device for determining an image offset, the device including
one or more processors and a storage medium in which com-
puter readable program codes are stored, wherein the com-
puter readable program codes stored in the storage medium
are executed by the one or more processors to perform a
method of determining an image offset, the method includ-
ing:

dividing equally an acquired target image into a number
M*N of first sub-areas and dividing equally an acquired
image to be aligned into a number M*N of second sub-areas,
wherein the number of images acquired between the acquired
target image and the acquired image to be aligned is below a
preset threshold, and the aspect ratio of the target image is the
same as the aspect ratio of the image to be aligned, and both
M and N are positive integers, and the ratio of M to N is equal
to the aspect ratios;

for each first sub-area in the target image, determining an
area offset between the first sub-area and the corresponding
second sub-area, wherein the location of the first sub-area in
the target image is the same as the location of the correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned; and

determining an image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned according to the area offsets between
the respective first sub-area and the corresponding second
sub-areas.

According to an embodiment of the disclosure, there is a
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium in which
computer readable program codes are stored, the computer
readable program codes being executable by one or more
processors to perform a method of determining an image
offset, the method including:

dividing equally an acquired target image into a number
M*N of first sub-areas and dividing equally an acquired
image to be aligned into a number M*N of second sub-areas,
wherein the number of images acquired between the acquired
target image and the acquired image to be aligned is below a
preset threshold, and the aspect ratio of the target image is the
same as the aspect ratio of the image to be aligned, and both
M and N are positive integers, and the ratio of M to N is equal
to the aspect ratios;

for each first sub-area in the target image, determining an
area offset between the first sub-area and the corresponding
second sub-area, wherein the location of the first sub-area in
the target image is the same as the location of the correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned; and

determining an image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned according to the area offsets between
the respective first sub-area and the corresponding second
sub-areas.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a method of determining
an image offset according to an embodiment of the disclo-
sure;

FIG. 2a is a schematic diagram of 12 first sub-areas in a
target image according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 2b is a schematic diagram of 12 second sub-areas in an
image to be aligned according to an embodiment of the dis-
closure;
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FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of fixed sample zones cen-
tered in respective second sub-areas according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure;

FIG. 4a is a schematic diagram of a fixed sample zone B in
a second sub-area B according to an embodiment of the
disclosure;

FIG. 4b is a schematic diagram of floating sample zones in
a set area in a first sub-area A according to an embodiment of
the disclosure;

FIG. 4¢ is a schematic diagram of a floating sample zone A
at a sample zone offset (dw,dh) in a set area in a first sub-area
A according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 5a is a schematic diagram of a first pixel A at the
second row and the fourth column in the floating sample zone
A according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 55 is a schematic diagram of a second pixel B at the
second row and the fourth column in a fixed sample zone B
according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of a device for
determining an image offset according to an embodiment of
the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

In the solutions according to the embodiments of the dis-
closure, an acquired target image is divided equally into a
number M*N of first sub-areas, and an acquired image to be
aligned is divided equally into a number M*N of second
sub-areas; and area offsets between the respective first sub-
area and the corresponding second sub-areas are determined
respectively, and an image offset between the target image
and the image to be aligned is determined according to the
determined multiple area offsets.

Embodiments of the disclosure will be described below
with reference to the drawings, but the disclosure will not be
limited to the following embodiments.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a method of determining an image
offset according to an embodiment of the disclosure includes
the following steps 101 to 103

Step 101, an acquired target image is divided equally into
anumber M*N of first sub-areas, and an acquired image to be
aligned is divided equally into a number M*N of second
sub-areas;

Step 102, area offsets between the respective first sub-area
and the corresponding second sub-areas are determined; and

Step 103, an image offset between the target image and the
image to be aligned is determined according to the area oft-
sets between the respective first sub-area and the correspond-
ing second sub-areas.

Although FIG. 1 illustrates a particular order in which the
respective steps are performed, it shall be appreciated that the
method of determining an image offset illustrated in FIG. 1
can further include other steps, and these steps and the steps
illustrated in FIG. 1 can be performed in an order or can be
performed concurrently (e.g., by concurrent processors or
multi-threading).

Before the step 101, anumber D of images can be acquired
consecutively by an optical sensor, and one image is selected
from the D images as a target image while the remaining
images are images to be aligned. D is a positive integer above
1. For any one of the images to be aligned, an image offset
between the image to be aligned and the target image can be
determined in the solution according to an embodiment of the
disclosure, and the image to be aligned can be aligned accord-
ing to the determined image offset.
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It shall be noted that the target image can be any one of the
consecutively acquired D images, and an embodiment of the
disclosure will be described by way of an example in which
the target image is the lastly acquired image (i.e., the latest
image) among the acquired D images, so the number of
images acquired between the acquired target image and the
acquired image to be aligned is below D-1.

Inthe step 101, the number of images acquired between the
acquired target image and the acquired image to be aligned is
below a preset threshold (e.g., D-1), and the aspect ratio of
the target image is the same as the aspect ratio of the image to
be aligned. Both M and N are positive integers, and the ratio
of M to N is equal to the aspect ratio of the target image and
the aspect ratio of the image to be aligned. For example, if
both the aspect ratio of the target image and the aspect ratio of
the image to be aligned are 4:3, then M:N=4:3, and the solu-
tion according to an embodiment of the disclosure will be
described by way of an example in which M is 4 and N is 3.

For the sake of a convenient description, a sub-area in the
target image will be referred to as a first sub-area, and a
sub-area in the image to be aligned will be referred to as a
second sub-area.

In the step 102, for each first sub-area in the target image,
an area offset between the first sub-area and the correspond-
ing second sub-area can be determined. The location of the
first sub-area in the target image is the same as the location of
the corresponding second sub-area in the image to be aligned.

As illustrated in FIG. 24, there is a schematic diagram of 12
first sub-areas in a target image; and as illustrated in FIG. 254,
there is a schematic diagram of 12 second sub-areas in an
image to be aligned. For each first sub-area, there is a second
sub-area corresponding to the first sub-area, and the location
of the first sub-area in the target image is the same as the
location of the corresponding second sub-area in the image to
be aligned. For example, a second sub-area B in FIG. 24 is a
second sub-area corresponding to a first sub-area A in FIG.
2a.

In some embodiments, for a first sub-area, an area offset
between the first sub-area and the corresponding second sub-
area can be determined as follows.

A fixed sample zone in the second sub-area is determined.

A set area in the first sub-area is determined, and the
location of the center of the set area in the first sub-area is the
same as the location of the center of the fixed sample zone in
the second sub-area, and the aspect ratio of the set area is the
same as the aspect ratio of the fixed sample zone, and the set
area is no smaller than the fixed sample zone.

At least one floating sample zone in the set area is deter-
mined, and the size of the floating sample zone is the same as
the size of the fixed sample zone.

For each floating sample zone in the set area, the feature
difference between the floating sample zone and the fixed
sample zone and a sample zone offset of the floating sample
zone are determined. The sample zone offset of the floating
sample zone is coordinate values of the center of the floating
sample zone in a coordinate system created with its origin
being the center of the set area.

The floating sample zone, among all the floating sample
zones in the set area, with the lowest feature difference from
the fixed sample zone is determined.

The sample zone offset of the determined floating sample
zone is determined as the area offset between the first sub-
area and the corresponding second sub-area.

In some embodiments of the disclosure, a fixed sample
zone can be determined in each second sub-area, and both the
length and the width of the fixed sample zone are S, and both
the length and the width ofthe second sub-area are L, and both
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S and L are positive integers and 0<S<L,, and the fixed sample
zone can be located anywhere in the second sub-area. An
embodiment of the disclosure will be described by way of an
example in which the fixed sample zone is centered in the
second sub-area. As illustrated in FIG. 3, there is a schematic
diagram of fixed sample zones centered in respective second
sub-areas.

A set area can be determined in each first sub-area, and for
a first sub-area, the location, of the center of the set area in the
first sub-area, in the first sub-area is the same as the location,
of the center of the fixed sample zone in the corresponding
second sub-area, in the second sub-area, and the aspect ratio
of the set area is the same as the aspect ratio of the fixed
sample zone, and the set area is no smaller than the fixed
sample zone.

Taking the first sub-area A illustrated in FIG. 2a as an
example, a second sub-area corresponding to the first sub-
area is the second sub-area B illustrated in FIG. 25, and if the
center ofa fixed sample zone B in the second sub-area B is the
center of the second sub-area B (as illustrated in FIG. 4a),
then the center of a set area in the first sub-area A is the center
of'the first sub-area A. If both the length and the width of the
set area are S+2R, then a number (2R+1)? of floating sample
zones can be determined in the set area, and R is an integer
and 0=R=(L-S)/2.

As illustrated in FIG. 4b, there is a schematic diagram of
floating sample zones in a set area in the first sub-areca A. The
size of the floating sample zone is the same as the size of the
fixed sample zone, that is, both the length and the width of the
floating sample zone are S. FIG. 45 illustrates only a part of
floating sample zones, and the relative locations of the center
of different floating sample zones to the center of the set area
are different. If a coordinate system is created with its origin
being the center of the set area, then for a floating sample
zone, an offset of the center of the floating sample zone
relative to the center of the set area (i.e., a sample zone offset
of the floating sample zone) is represented as coordinate
values (dw,dh) of the center of the floating sample zone in the
coordinate system. dw below 0 indicates that the center of the
floating sample zone is on the left of the center of the set area,
and dh below 0 indicates that the center of the floating sample
zone is below the center of the set area, and dw ranges from
-R to R, and dh ranges from -R to R.

Since the location, of the center of the set area in the first
sub-area A, in the first sub-area A is the same as the location,
of the center of the fixed sample zone in the second sub-area
B, inthe second sub-area B, and the size of the floating sample
zone is the same as the fixed sample zone, thus the sample
zone offset of the floating sample zone in the set area is an
offset of the floating sample zone relative to the fixed sample
zone.

Taking the multiple floating sample zones in the set area
illustrated in FIG. 4b as an example, for each floating sample
zone, the feature difference between the floating sample zone
and the fixed sample zone B in the second sub-area B can be
determined. In an embodiment, for a floating sample zone, the
feature difference between the floating sample zone and the
fixed sample zone can be determined as follows.

For each first pixel in the floating sample zone, a signifi-
cantly varying feature value of the first pixel is determined;
and a significantly varying feature value of a second pixel in
the fixed sample zone corresponding to the first pixel is deter-
mined. The location of the first pixel in the floating sample
zone is the same as the location of the corresponding second
pixel in the fixed sample zone.

The sum of absolute values of the differences between the
determined significantly varying feature values of the respec-
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tive first pixels and significantly varying feature values of the
corresponding second pixels is determined as the feature
difference between the floating sample zone and the fixed
sample zone.

For the sake of a convenient description, a pixel in a float-
ing sample zone will be referred to as a first pixel, and a pixel
in a fixed sample zone will be referred to as a second pixel.

As illustrated in FIG. 4c, there is a schematic diagram of a
floating sample zone A at a sample zone offset (dw,dh) in the
set area in the first sub-area A. If a significantly varying
feature value of a first pixel at the i-th row and the j-th column
in the floating sample zone A is MCp, yiaw.am(1:), and a
significantly varying feature value of a second pixel at the i-th
row and the j-th column in the fixed sample zone B is MC,
(i,), then the feature difference Diff ,, ;,, between the float-
ing sample zone A and the fixed sample zone B can be rep-
resented as:

i=$,j=8

Diff gy = |MC froar(amany (B J) — MC (i, I
=T j=1

As illustrated in FIG. 5a, there is a schematic diagram of a
first pixel A at the second row and the fourth column in the
floating sample zone A, and as illustrated in FIG. 55, there is
aschematic diagram of'a second pixel B at the second row and
the fourth column in the fixed sample zone B, and the second
pixel B is a second pixel in the fixed sample zone B corre-
sponding to the first pixel A in the floating sample zone A.

In some embodiments, for a floating sample zone, a sig-
nificantly varying feature value of each first pixel in the float-
ing sample zone can be determined as follows.

For each first pixel in the floating sample zone, pixels in the
floating sample zone adjacent to the first pixel are determined;
the nth power of the absolute value of the difference between
a pixel value of each adjacent pixel and a pixel value of the
first pixel is determined. n is a positive integer no less than 1;
and the sum of the determined nth powers is determined as a
varying feature value of the first pixel.

The average of the determined varying feature values of the
respective first pixels is determined as a feature value of the
floating sample zone.

For each first pixel in the floating sample zone, if the
varying feature value of the first pixel is above the feature
value of the floating sample zone, then the significantly vary-
ing feature value of the first pixel is the difference between the
varying feature value of the first pixel and the feature value of
the floating sample zone; and if the varying feature value of
the first pixel is not above the feature value of the floating
sample zone, then the significantly varying feature value of
the first pixel is a set value.

For example, if a pixel value of a first pixel at the i-th row
and the j-th column in the floating sample zone at the sample
zone offset (dw,dh) in the set area illustrated in FIG. 4c is
F o astaw.an(1:), and pixel values of pixels adjacent to the first
pixel include  Faooawam(+1d),  Froasaman(i-14)
Faoartawamd+1) and Fg o, 2(1j-1), then a varying fea-
ture value Cy, . z,am (1)) of the first pixel can be represented
as:

Cpoariwdny s ) = F foarawary @ + 1, J) = Faoarawan @ DI* +

|F ftoatamany (i = 1y ) = Ffioa(@wan (& D" +
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-continued
|F ftoatawan (> 7+ 1) = F fioa(awamy(s D" +

|F fioatcwdiny (i | = 1) = Ffioa (s PI"

It shall be noted that if there is no pixel in a specific
direction adjacent to the first pixel, then a pixel value of an
adjacent pixel in that direction is 0. For example, if the first
pixel is a first pixel at the top left corner in the floating sample
zone, and there are no pixels on the left to and above the first
pixel, then F o, oy (i=1.)=0 and F g, 1z, (1:j-1)=0

In an implementation, pixels in two directions (e.g., on the
right to and below the first pixel), other than all pixels, in the
floating sample zone adjacent to the first pixel can be deter-
mined, and then the varying feature value C'y, ., .an)(1:]) ©F
the first pixel can be represented as:

C}?oaz(dw,dh)(i;/'):‘f' ﬁoaz(m,dh)(i*'l;/')—f' ﬁwxmdh)(ij)‘n+
1 poattawamny Gt D=F foas v amy G [3]
After the varying feature value of each first pixel in the
floating sample zone is determined, the feature value

Crourtaw,an oF the floating sample zone can be determined as:

i=$,j=S [4]
C fioar(awam b J)
i=1=1

C float(diwdn) =

The significantly varying feature value MC ., o, am)(1:]) ©F
the first pixel at the i-th row and the j-th column in the floating
sample zone at the sample zone offset (dw,dh) can be repre-
sented as:

MC goariawan s J) = 5]

{cn (s ) = Coatiaman> Crtoatiareai s ) > C oot

T, Cfoattandi)(is ) =< Cioaridwa)

The value of T can be 0.

Similarly a significantly varying feature value of each sec-
ond pixel in the fixed sample zone can be determined as
follows.

For each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, pixels in the
fixed sample zone adjacent to the second pixel are deter-
mined; the nth power of the absolute value of the difference
between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel and a pixel value
of the second pixel is determined, n is a positive integer no
less than 1; and the sum of the determined nth powers is
determined as a varying feature value of the second pixel.

The average of the determined varying feature values of the
respective second pixels is determined as a feature value of
the fixed sample zone.

For each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, if the
varying feature value of the second pixel is above the feature
value of the fixed sample zone, then the significantly varying
feature value of the second pixel is the difference between the
varying feature value of the second pixel and the feature value
of the fixed sample zone; and if the varying feature value of
the second pixel is not above the feature value of the fixed
sample zone, then the significantly varying feature value of
the second pixel is a set value.

For example, if a pixel value of a second pixel at the i-th
row and the j-th column in the fixed sample zone B in the
second sub-area B illustrated in FIG. 4a is F4,(i,j), and pixel
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values of pixels adjacent to the second pixel include F,,(i+1,
15 Fai-13), £.(1,j+1) and F, (i,j-1), then a varying feature
value Cj,(i,j) of the second pixel can be represented as:
Coli ) =Fnli+1,)=F i, /) 14| Fp (i=1,/)~F (i= 1)~
Fo i) F i j+ D=F i) "+ F (1~ 1)-Ffs,
@Hr [6]

It shall be noted that if there is no pixel in a specific
direction adjacent to the second pixel, then a pixel value of an
adjacent pixel in that direction is 0. For example, if the second
pixel is a second pixel at the top left corner in the fixed sample
zone, and there are no pixels on the left to and above the
second pixel, then F_ (i-1,))=0 and F,_ (i,j-1)=0.

In some implementations, pixels in two directions (e.g., on
the right to and below the second pixel), other than all pixels,
in the fixed sample zone adjacent to the second pixel can be
determined, and then the varying feature value C';, (i,j) of the
second pixel can be represented as:

Cla= P i+ )= Fi )"+ 1 F g (1,4 1)=Fp (i )" 7]

After the varying feature value of each second pixel in the
fixed sample zone is determined, the feature value Cy, of the
fixed sample zone can be determined as:

i=S5,j=S [8]
Crxlis )
21

Cpx =

The significantly varying feature value MC,(i,j) of the
second pixel at the i-th row and the j-th column in the fixed
sample zone B at the sample zone offset (dw,dh) can be
represented as:

Craliy, )= Cpx, Cpnliy ) > Cpix ]

MCp (i, j)={ L
T, Cprli, ) = Cpy

It shall be noted that a pixel value of a pixel in a solution
according to an embodiment of the disclosure can be an R
(red) component or a G (green) component or a B (blue)
component in an image in the RAW (unprocessed) format or
can be a Y (brightness) component or a U (chrominance)
component or a V (chrominance) component in an image in
the YUV format or can be a R component or a G component
or a B component in an image in the RGB format.

The foregoing description relates to how to determine, for
a floating sample zone in a set area in a first sub-area, the
feature difference between the floating sample zone and a
fixed sample zone in the corresponding second sub-area, and
for each of other floating sample zones in the set area, the
feature difference between the other floating sample zone and
the fixed sample zone can be determined in the method
described above.

After the feature differences between all the floating
sample zones in the set area and the fixed sample zone are
determined, a floating sample zone with the lowest feature
difference from the fixed sample zone can be selected from
the floating sample zones, and the sample zone offset of the
floating sample zone with the lowest feature difference from
the fixed sample zone is determined as the area offset between
the first sub-area and the corresponding second sub-area.

Ifthere is the lowest feature difference between the floating
sample zone A in the set area in the first sub-area A and the
fixed sample zone B in the second sub-area B, then the area
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offset between the first sub-area A and the corresponding
second sub-area B is the sample zone offset (dw, dh) of the
floating sample zone A.

The foregoing description relates to how to determine for a
first sub-area the area offset between the first sub-area and the
corresponding second sub-area, and for each of other first
sub-areas, the area offset between the other first sub-area and
the corresponding second sub-area can be determined in the
method described above.

In some implementations, a fixed sample zone can be set in
the second sub-area of the image to be aligned and multiple
floating sample zones can be set in the first sub-area of the
target image. It shall be noted that in other implementations,
multiple floating sample zones can be set in the second sub-
area of the image to be aligned and a fixed sample zone can be
set in the first sub-area of the target image to thereby deter-
mine the area offset between the second sub-area of the image
to be aligned and the corresponding first sub-area.

Ifmultiple floating sample zones are set in the first sub-area
of the target image, significantly varying feature values of
respective pixels in the multiple floating sample zones in the
first sub-area of the target image can be calculated only once
and area offsets of the other images to be aligned can be
determined according to a result of the calculation. If multiple
floating sample zones are set in the second sub-area of the
image to be aligned and a fixed sample zone is set in the first
sub-area of the target image, then for each image to be
aligned, significantly varying feature values of respective
pixels in the multiple floating sample zones in the second
sub-area of the image to be aligned need to be calculated.

In the step 103, the image offset between the target image
and the image to be aligned is determined as follows.

The same area offsets among the area offsets between all
the first sub-areas and the corresponding second sub-areas are
grouped; a first number of area offsets in the group including
the largest number of area offsets is determined; and if the
determined first number is not below M*N/2, then the area
offsets included in the group corresponding to the first num-
ber are determined as the image offset between the target
image and the image to be aligned.

If the determined first number is below M*N/2, then the
area offsets corresponding to the second sub-areas are ranked
in a descending order of the feature values of the fixed sample
zones in the second sub-areas into a ranked set of area offsets;
the same area offsets among the first K area offsets in the
ranked set of area offsets are grouped, and the value of K can
be the larger value of M and N, that is, if the value of M is
larger than the value of N, then the value of K can be the value
of M, or if the value of N is larger than the value of M, then the
value of K can be the value of N; a second number of area
offsets in the group including the largest number of area
offsets is determined; and if the determined second number is
not below K/2, then the area offsets included in the group
corresponding to the second number are determined as the
image offset between the target image and the image to be
aligned. It shall be noted that if both the numbers of area
offsets included in two groups are the second number, then
the area offsets included in either of these two groups can be
determined as the image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned.

If the determined second number is below K/2, then the
average of the first K area offsets in the ranked set of area
offsets are determined as the image offset between the target
image and the image to be aligned.

Optionally if the determined first number is below M*N/2,
then the area offsets corresponding to the second sub-areas
can alliteratively be ranked in an ascending order of the fea-
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ture values of the fixed sample zones in the second sub-areas
into a ranked set of area offsets; the same area offsets among
the last K area offsets in the ranked set of area offsets are
grouped; a third number of area offsets in the group including
the largest number of area offsets is determined; and if the
determined third number is not below K/2, then the area
offsets included in the group corresponding to the third num-
ber are determined as the image offset between the target
image and the image to be aligned.

If the determined third number is below K/2, then the
average of the last K area offsets in the ranked set of area
offsets are determined as the image offset between the target
image and the image to be aligned.

For example, if the determined area offsets between the 12
first sub-areas and the corresponding second sub-areas are
(_ls _l)s (05 2)5 (_ls _l)s (_35 0)5 (_ls _l)s (_35 _l)s (—1, —1),
(-3, -1), (-1, -1), (0, 2), (-1, =1) and (-1, -1) respectively,
and the area offsets (-1, -1) are grouped as a group 1, the area
offsets (0, 2) are grouped as a group 2, the area offsets (-3, 0)
are grouped as a group 3, and the area offsets (-3, -1) are
grouped as a group 4, then the number of area offsets included
in the group 1 is 7, the number of area offsets included in the
group 2 is 2, the number of area offsets included in the group
3 is 1, and the number of area offsets included in the group 4
is 2, and the number of area offsets included in the group 1 is
the largest, so the first number can be determined as 7. Since
the first number 7 is not below 6 (i.e., 4%*3/2), then the image
offset between the target image and the image to be aligned
can be determined as (-1, -1).

In another example, if the determined area offsets between
the 12 first sub-areas and the corresponding second sub-areas
are (-1, -2),(0,2), (-1, -2),(-3,0), (0, 2), (-3, -1), (-1, -2),
(-3,-1),(-1,-2),(0,2),(-3,0) and (-1, -2) respectively, and
the area offsets (-1, —2) are grouped as a group 1, the area
offsets (0, 2) are grouped as a group 2, the area offsets (-3, 0)
are grouped as a group 3, and the area offsets (-3, -1) are
grouped as a group 4, then the number of area offsets included
in the group 1 is 5, the number of area offsets included in the
group 2 is 3, the number of area offsets included in the group
3 is 2, and the number of area offsets included in the group 4
is 2, and the number of area offsets included in the group 1 is
the largest, so the first number can be determined as 5. Since
the first number 5 is below 6 (i.e., 4*3/2), then the area offsets
corresponding to the second sub-areas are ranked in a
descending order of the features values of the fixed sample
zones in the second sub-areas into a ranked set of area offsets.
If the feature values C,, of the fixed sample zones in the
respective second sub-areas of the image to be aligned are 60,
30, 10, 40, 50, 20, 35, 45, 25, 15, 55 and 65 respectively, then
a correspondence relationship between the feature values of
the fixed sample zones in the second sub-areas and the area
offsets corresponding to the second sub-areas is as depicted in
Table 1 below:

TABLE 1

Serial number of second
sub-area

Feature value Cp, of

fixed sample zone Area offset (dw, dh)

-1,-2)
0,2
(-1,-2)
(=3,0)
0,2
(=3,-D)
(-1,-2)
(=3,-D)
-1,-2)
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TABLE 1-continued

Serial number of second  Feature value Cﬁx of

sub-area fixed sample zone Area offset (dw, dh)
10 15 0,2)
11 55 (-3,0)
12 65 (-1,-2)

Then the area offsets included in the ranked set of area
offsets are (-1, -2), (-1, -2), (-3, 0), (0, 2), (-3,-1), (-3, 0),
(-1,-2),(0,2), (-1, -1), (-3, -1), (0,2) and (-1, -2) respec-
tively, the first four area offsets in the set of area offsets are
(-1,-2), (-1,-2), (-3, 0) and (0, 2) respectively, and the area
offsets (-1, —2) among the first four (i.e., K) area offsets are
grouped as a group 11, the area offsets (-3, 0) among the first
four area offsets are grouped as a group 12, and the area
offsets (0, 2) among the first four area offsets are grouped as
a group 13, and the number 2 of area offsets included in the
group 11 is the largest, so the second number can be deter-
mined as 2, and since the second number is not below 2 (i.e.,
K/2), then the image offset between the target image and the
image to be aligned can be determined as (-1, -2).

After the image offset between the target image and the
image to be aligned is determined, the image to be aligned can
be aligned, for example, if the determined image offset is (-1,
-2), then the image to be aligned as a whole can be moved
leftward by 1 pixel and downward by 2 pixels.

If there are multiple images to be aligned, then for each
image to be aligned, the image to be aligned is aligned accord-
ing to an image offset between the target image and the image
to be aligned. After the multiple images to be aligned are
aligned, image details with the predefined exposure can be
selected respectively from the multiple aligned images and
combined into a single image for a visual effect.

It shall be appreciated that embodiments as illustrated in
FIG. 1 to FIG. 5 are only part of, rather than all of, embodi-
ments of the present application. For clarity, steps in the above
embodiments are performed in an order. However, an order in
which the steps are performed does not limited to that as
illustrated in FIG. 1 to FIG. 5, and the steps in the above
embodiments can also be performed concurrently or in other
way, all of which are encompassed in the scope of the present
application. Moreover, steps in different embodiments can be
combined to obtain other embodiments, which are also
encompassed in the scope of the present application.

Another embodiment of the disclosure provides a device
for determining an image offset. The device includes one or
more processors and a storage medium in which computer
readable program codes are stored, and the computer readable
program codes stored in the storage medium are executed by
the one or more processors to perform a method of determin-
ing an image offset, and the method of determining an image
offset is similar to the method according to embodiments
described above (i.e., embodiments as illustrated in FIG. 1 to
FIG. 5 and other embodiments derived by those skilled in the
art without departing from the scope of the disclosure), and a
repeated description thereof will be omitted here. In an
embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the device of determin-
ing an image offset generally includes an optical sensor 61, a
memory 62 and a processor 63.

The optical sensor 61 is configured to acquire images, for
example, acquire multiple images consecutively;

The memory 62 is configured to store the images acquired
by the optical sensor 61; and

The processor 63 is configured to read the images acquired
by the optical sensor 61 from the memory 62, to determine a
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target image and an image to be aligned, to divide equally the
target image into a number M*N of first sub-areas and divide
equally the image to be aligned into a number M*N of'second
sub-areas, wherein the number of images acquired between
the target image and the image to be aligned is below a preset
threshold, and the aspect ratio of the target image is the same
as the aspect ratio of the image to be aligned, and both M and
N are positive integers, and the ratio of M to N is equal to the
aspect ratios; and for each first sub-area in the target image,
the processor 63 is configured to determine an area offset
between the first sub-area and the corresponding second sub-
area, wherein the location of the first sub-area in the target
image is the same as the location of the corresponding second
sub-area in the image to be aligned; and to determine an
image offset between the target image and the image to be
aligned according to the area offsets between the respective
first sub-area and the corresponding second sub-areas.

In FIG. 6, the bus architecture can include any number of
interconnected buses and bridges linked together by various
circuits of one or more processors represented by the proces-
sor 63 and one or more memories represented by the memory
62. The bus architecture can further link together various
other circuits, e.g., prophetical devices, manostats, power
management circuits, etc., all of which are well known in the
art, so a further description thereof will be omitted in this
context. The bus interface provides an interface. The trans-
ceiver 64 can be multiple elements including a transmitter and
a receiver which are units for communication with various
other devices over a transmission medium. For different user
equipments, the user interface 65 can also be an interface
capable of internal and external connection with desirable
devices including but not limited to a keypad, a display, a
speaker, a microphone, a joystick, etc.

The processor 63 is further configured:

to determine a fixed sample zone in the second sub-area; to
determine a set area in the first sub-area, wherein the location
of the center of the set area in the first sub-area is the same as
the location of the center of the fixed sample zone in the
second sub-area, and the aspect ratio of the set area is the same
as the aspect ratio of the fixed sample zone, and the set area is
no smaller than the fixed sample zone; to determine at least
one floating sample zone in the set area, wherein the size of
the floating sample zone is the same as the size of the fixed
sample zone; for each floating sample zone in the set area, to
determine the feature difference between the floating sample
zone and the fixed sample zone and a sample zone offset of the
floating sample zone, wherein the sample zone offset is coor-
dinate values of the center of the floating sample zone in a
coordinate system created with its origin being the center of
the set area; to determine the floating sample zone, among all
the floating sample zones in the set area, with the lowest
feature difference from the fixed sample zone; and to deter-
mine the sample zone offset of the determined floating sample
zone as the area offset between the first sub-area and the
corresponding second sub-area.

The processor 63 is further configured:

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, to determine
a significantly varying feature value of the first pixel, and to
determine a significantly varying feature value of a second
pixel in the fixed sample zone corresponding to the first pixel,
wherein the location of the first pixel in the floating sample
zone is the same as the location of the corresponding second
pixel in the fixed sample zone; and to determine the sum of
absolute values of the differences between the determined
significantly varying feature values of the respective first
pixels and significantly varying feature values of the corre-
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sponding second pixels as the feature difference between the
floating sample zone and the fixed sample zone.

The processor 63 configured to determine the significantly
varying feature value of each first pixel in the floating sample
zone is configured:

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, to determine
pixels in the floating sample zone adjacent to the first pixel; to
determine the nth power of the absolute value of the differ-
ence between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel and a pixel
value of the first pixel, wherein n is a positive integer no less
than 1; to determine the sum of the determined nth powers as
a varying feature value of the first pixel; to determine the
average of the determined varying feature values of the
respective first pixels as a feature value of the floating sample
zone; and for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, if the
varying feature value of the first pixel is above the feature
value of the floating sample zone, to determine the difference
between the varying feature value of the first pixel and the
feature value of the floating sample zone as the significantly
varying feature value of the first pixel, and if the varying
feature value of the first pixel is not above the feature value of
the floating sample zone, to determine a set value as the
significantly varying feature value of the first pixel.

The processor 63 configured to determine the significantly
varying feature value of each second pixel in the fixed sample
zone is configured:

for each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, to determine
pixels in the fixed sample zone adjacent to the second pixel; to
determine the nth power of the absolute value of the differ-
ence between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel and a pixel
value of the second pixel, wherein n is a positive integer; to
determine the sum of the determined nth powers as a varying
feature value of the second pixel; to determine the average of
the determined varying feature values of the respective sec-
ond pixels as a feature value of the fixed sample zone; and for
each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, if the varying
feature value of the second pixel is above the feature value of
the fixed sample zone, to determine the difference between
the varying feature value of the second pixel and the feature
value of the fixed sample zone as the significantly varying
feature value of the second pixel, and if the varying feature
value of the second pixel is not above the feature value of the
fixed sample zone, to determine a set value as the significantly
varying feature value of the second pixel.

The processor 63 is further configured:

to group the same area offsets among the area offsets
between all the first sub-areas and the corresponding second
sub-areas; to determine a first number of area offsets in the
group including the largest number of area offsets; and if the
first number is not below M*N/2, to determine the area offsets
included in the group corresponding to the first number as the
image offset between the target image and the image to be
aligned.

The processor 63 is further configured:

if the first number is below M*N/2, to rank the area offsets
corresponding to the second sub-areas in a descending order
of the feature values of the fixed sample zones in the second
sub-areas into a ranked set of area offsets; to group the same
area offsets among the first K area offsets in the ranked set of
area offsets; to determine a second number of area offsets in
the group including the largest number of area offsets; and if
the second number is not below K/2, to determine the area
offsets included in the group corresponding to the second
number as the image offset between the target image and the
image to be aligned.
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The processor 63 is further configured, if the second num-
ber is below K/2, to determine the average of the first K area
offsets as the image offset between the target image and the
image to be aligned.

In another aspect, still another embodiment of the disclo-
sure further provides a non-transitory computer readable stor-
age medium which can be a computer readable storage
medium included in the memory according to the embodi-
ment described above or which can be embodied separately as
a computer readable storage medium uninstalled in a termi-
nal. The non-transitory computer readable storage medium
stores one or more programs (in some embodiments, the
non-transitory computer readable storage medium can be one
or more magnetic disk storage devices, flash memory devices
or other nonvolatile solid memory devices, CD-ROMs, opti-
cal memories, etc.), and the one or more programs are
executed by one or more processors to perform a method of
determining an image offset, and for steps included in the
method, reference can be made to a relevant description of the
embodiments illustrated in FIG. 1 to FIG. 5§ and other embodi-
ments derived by those skilled in the art without departing
from the scope of the disclosure, so a repeated description
thereof will be omitted here.

The disclosure has been described in a flow chart and/or a
block diagram of the method, the device (system) and the
computer program product according to the embodiments of
the disclosure. It shall be appreciated that respective flows
and/or blocks in the flow chart and/or the block diagram and
combinations of the flows and/or the blocks in the flow chart
and/or the block diagram can be embodied in computer pro-
gram instructions. These computer program instructions can
be loaded onto a general-purpose computer, a specific-pur-
pose computer, an embedded processor or a processor of
another programmable data processing device to produce a
machine so that the instructions executed on the computer or
the processor of the other programmable data processing
device create means for performing the functions specified in
the flow(s) of the flow chart and/or the block(s) of the block
diagram.

These computer program instructions can also be stored
into a computer readable memory capable of directing the
computer or the other programmable data processing device
to operate in a specific manner so that the instructions stored
in the computer readable memory create an article of manu-
facture including instruction means which perform the func-
tions specified in the flow(s) of the flow chart and/or the
block(s) of the block diagram.

These computer program instructions can also be loaded
onto the computer or the other programmable data processing
device so that a series of operational steps are performed on
the computer or the other programmable data processing
device to create a computer implemented process so that the
instructions executed on the computer or the other program-
mable device provide steps for performing the functions
specified in the flow(s) of the flow chart and/or the block(s) of
the block diagram.

Although the preferred embodiments of the disclosure
have been described, those skilled in the art benefiting from
the underlying inventive concept can make additional modi-
fications and variations to these embodiments. Therefore the
appended claims are intended to be construed as encompass-
ing the preferred embodiments and all the modifications and
variations coming into the scope of the disclosure.

From the disclosure provided herein, various modifications
and variations can be made without departing from the
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essence and scope of the disclosure. Thus the disclosure is
also intended to encompass these modifications and varia-
tions thereto.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of determining an image offset, comprising:
dividing equally an acquired target image into a number
M*N of first sub-areas and dividing equally an acquired
image to be aligned into a number M*N of second sub-
areas, wherein a number of images acquired between the
acquired target image and the acquired image to be
aligned is below a preset threshold, and an aspect ratio of
the target image is same as an aspect ratio of the image to
be aligned, and both M and N are positive integers, and
a ratio of M to N is equal to the aspect ratios;

for each first sub-area in the target image, determining an
area offset between the first sub-area and a correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned, wherein
a sub-area location of the first sub-area in the target
image is same as a sub-area location of the correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned; and

determining an image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned according to area offsets
between respective first sub-areas and corresponding
second sub-areas;

aligning the target image and the image to be aligned with

the determined image offset.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the area
offset between the first sub-area and the corresponding sec-
ond sub-area comprises:
determining a fixed sample zone in the second sub-area;
determining a set area in the first sub-area, wherein a loca-
tion of a center of the set area in the first sub-area is same
as a location of a center of the fixed sample zone in the
second sub-area, and an aspect ratio of the set area is
same as an aspect ratio of the fixed sample zone, and the
set area is no smaller than the fixed sample zone;

determining at least one floating sample zone in the set
area, wherein a size of the floating sample zone is same
as a size of the fixed sample zone;

for each floating sample zone in the set area, determining a

feature difference between the floating sample zone and
the fixed sample zone and a sample zone offset of the
floating sample zone, wherein the sample zone offset is
coordinate values of a center of the floating sample zone
in a coordinate system created with its origin being the
center of the set area;

determining a floating sample zone, among all floating

sample zones in the set area, with the lowest feature
difference from the fixed sample zone; and
determining a sample zone offset of the determined float-
ing sample zone as the area offset between the first
sub-area and the corresponding second sub-area.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the determining the
feature difference between the floating sample zone and the
fixed sample zone comprises:

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, determining

asignificantly varying feature value of the first pixel, and
determining a significantly varying feature value of a
second pixel in the fixed sample zone corresponding to
the first pixel, wherein a location of the first pixel in the
floating sample zone is same as a location of the second
pixel in the fixed sample zone; and

determining a sum of absolute values of differences

between determined significantly varying feature values
of respective first pixels and significantly varying fea-
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ture values of corresponding second pixels as the feature
difference between the floating sample zone and the
fixed sample zone.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein for each first pixel in the

5 floating sample zone, the determining the significantly vary-
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ing feature value of the first pixel comprises:
for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, determining

pixels in the floating sample zone adjacent to the first
pixel; determining an nth power of an absolute value of
adifference between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel
and a pixel value of'the first pixel, wherein n is a positive
integer no less than 1; and determining a sum of deter-
mined nth powers as a varying feature value of the first
pixel;

determining an average of determined varying feature val-

ues of the respective first pixels as a feature value of the
floating sample zone; and

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, if the vary-

ing feature value of the first pixel is above the feature
value of the floating sample zone, then determining a
difference between the varying feature value of the first
pixel and the feature value of the floating sample zone as
the significantly varying feature value of the first pixel;
and if the varying feature value of the first pixel is not
above the feature value of the floating sample zone, then
determining a set value as the significantly varying fea-
ture value of the first pixel.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein for each second pixel in
the fixed sample zone, the determining the significantly vary-
ing feature value of the second pixel comprises:

for each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, determining

pixels in the fixed sample zone adjacent to the second
pixel; determining an nth power of an absolute value of
adifference between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel
and a pixel value of the second pixel, wherein n is a
positive integer; and determining a sum of determined
nth powers as a varying feature value of the second pixel;

determining an average of determined varying feature val-

ues of the respective second pixels as a feature value of
the fixed sample zone; and

for each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, if the

varying feature value of the second pixel is above the
feature value of the fixed sample zone, then determining
a difference between the varying feature value of the
second pixel and the feature value of the fixed sample
zone as the significantly varying feature value of the
second pixel; and if the varying feature value of the
second pixel is not above the feature value of the fixed
sample zone, then determining a set value as the signifi-
cantly varying feature value of the second pixel.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining the
image offset between the target image and the image to be
aligned according to the area offsets between the respective
first sub-areas and the corresponding second sub-areas com-
prises:

grouping same area offsets among the area offsets between

the respective first sub-areas and the corresponding sec-
ond sub-areas;

determining a first number of area offsets in a group com-

prising the largest number of area offsets; and

if the first number is not below M*N/2, then determining

the area offsets in the group corresponding to the first
number as the image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned.

7. The method of claim 6, the determining the image offset
between the target image and the image to be aligned accord-
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ing to the area offsets between the respective first sub-areas
and the corresponding second sub-areas further comprises:
if the first number is below M*N/2, then ranking the area
offsets between the respective first sub-areas and the
corresponding second sub-areas in a descending order of
feature values of fixed sample zones in the second sub-
areas to obtain a ranked set of area offsets;

grouping same area offsets among first K area offsets in the

ranked set of area offsets;

determining a second number of area offsets in a group

comprising the largest number of area offsets; and

if the second number is not below K/2, then determining

the area offsets in the group corresponding to the second
number as the image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned.

8. The method of claim 7, the determining the image offset
between the target image and the image to be aligned accord-
ing to the area offsets between the respective first sub-areas
and the corresponding second sub-areas further comprises:

if the second number is below K/2, then determining an

average of the first K area offsets as the image offset
between the target image and the image to be aligned.
9. A device for determining an image offset, wherein the
device comprises one or more processors and a storage
medium in which computer readable program codes are
stored, and the computer readable program codes stored in the
storage medium are executed by the one or more processors to
perform a method of determining an image offset, the method
comprising:
dividing equally an acquired target image into a number
M*N of first sub-areas and dividing equally an acquired
image to be aligned into a number M*N of second sub-
areas, wherein a number of images acquired between the
acquired target image and the acquired image to be
aligned is below a preset threshold, and an aspect ratio of
the target image is same as an aspect ratio of the image to
be aligned, and both M and N are positive integers, and
a ratio of M to N is equal to the aspect ratios;

for each first sub-area in the target image, determining an
area offset between the first sub-area and a correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned, wherein
a sub-area location of the first sub-area in the target
image is same as a sub-area location of the correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned; and

determining an image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned according to area offsets
between respective first sub-areas and corresponding
second sub-areas;

aligning the target image and the image to be aligned with

the determined image offset.
10. The device of claim 9, wherein the determining the area
offset between the first sub-area and the corresponding sec-
ond sub-area comprises:
determining a fixed sample zone in the second sub-area;
determining a set area in the first sub-area, wherein a loca-
tion of a center of the set area in the first sub-area is same
as a location of a center of the fixed sample zone in the
second sub-area, and an aspect ratio of the set area is
same as an aspect ratio of the fixed sample zone, and the
set area is no smaller than the fixed sample zone;

determining at least one floating sample zone in the set
area, wherein a size of the floating sample zone is same
as a size of the fixed sample zone;

for each floating sample zone in the set area, determining a

feature difference between the floating sample zone and
the fixed sample zone and a sample zone offset of the
floating sample zone, wherein the sample zone offset is
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coordinate values of a center of the floating sample zone
in a coordinate system created with its origin being the
center of the set area;

determining a floating sample zone, among all floating

sample zones in the set area, with the lowest feature
difference from the fixed sample zone; and
determining a sample zone offset of the determined float-
ing sample zone as the area offset between the first
sub-area and the corresponding second sub-area.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the determining the
feature difference between the floating sample zone and the
fixed sample zone comprises:

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, determining

asignificantly varying feature value of the first pixel, and
determining a significantly varying feature value of a
second pixel in the fixed sample zone corresponding to
the first pixel, wherein a location of the first pixel in the
floating sample zone is same as a location of the second
pixel in the fixed sample zone; and

determining a sum of absolute values of differences

between determined significantly varying feature values
of respective first pixels and significantly varying fea-
ture values of corresponding second pixels as the feature
difference between the floating sample zone and the
fixed sample zone.

12. The device of claim 11, wherein for each first pixel in
the floating sample zone, the determining the significantly
varying feature value of the first pixel comprises:

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, determining

pixels in the floating sample zone adjacent to the first
pixel; determining an nth power of an absolute value of
adifference between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel
and a pixel value of'the first pixel, wherein n is a positive
integer no less than 1; and determining a sum of deter-
mined nth powers as a varying feature value of the first
pixel;

determining an average of determined varying feature val-

ues of the respective first pixels as a feature value of the
floating sample zone; and
for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, if the vary-
ing feature value of the first pixel is above the feature
value of the floating sample zone, then determining a
difference between the varying feature value of the first
pixel and the feature value of the floating sample zone as
the significantly varying feature value of the first pixel;
and if the varying feature value of the first pixel is not
above the feature value of the floating sample zone, then
determining a set value as the significantly varying fea-
ture value of the first pixel.
13. The device of claim 11, wherein for each second pixel
in the fixed sample zone, the determining the significantly
varying feature value of the second pixel comprises:
for each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, determining
pixels in the fixed sample zone adjacent to the second
pixel; determining an nth power of an absolute value of
adifference between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel
and a pixel value of the second pixel, wherein n is a
positive integer; and determining a sum of determined
nth powers as a varying feature value of the second pixel;

determining an average of determined varying feature val-
ues of the respective second pixels as a feature value of
the fixed sample zone; and

for each second pixel in the fixed sample zone, if the

varying feature value of the second pixel is above the
feature value of the fixed sample zone, then determining
a difference between the varying feature value of the
second pixel and the feature value of the fixed sample



US 9,235,893 B2

19

zone as the significantly varying feature value of the
second pixel; and if the varying feature value of the
second pixel is not above the feature value of the fixed
sample zone, then determining a set value as the signifi-
cantly varying feature value of the second pixel.

14. The device of claim 9, wherein the determining the
image offset between the target image and the image to be
aligned according to the area offsets between the respective
first sub-areas and the corresponding second sub-areas com-
prises:

grouping same area offsets among the area offsets between

the respective first sub-areas and the corresponding sec-
ond sub-areas;

determining a first number of area offsets in a group com-

prising the largest number of area offsets; and

if the first number is not below M*N/2, then determining

the area offsets in the group corresponding to the first
number as the image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned.

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the determining the
image offset between the target image and the image to be
aligned according to the area offsets between the respective
first sub-areas and the corresponding second sub-areas fur-
ther comprises:

if the first number is below M*N/2, then ranking the area

offsets between the respective first sub-areas and the
corresponding second sub-areas in a descending order of
feature values of fixed sample zones in the second sub-
areas to obtain a ranked set of area offsets;

grouping same area offsets among first K area offsets in the

ranked set of area offsets;

determining a second number of area offsets in a group

comprising the largest number of area offsets; and

if the second number is not below K/2, then determining

the area offsets in the group corresponding to the second
number as the image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned.

16. The device of claim 15, the determining the image
offset between the target image and the image to be aligned
according to the area offsets between the respective first sub-
areas and the corresponding second sub-areas further com-
prises:

if the second number is below K/2, then determining an

average of the first K area offsets as the image offset
between the target image and the image to be aligned.
17. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium,
storing computer readable program codes, the computer read-
able program codes being executable by one or more proces-
sors to perform a method of determining an image offset, the
method comprising:
dividing equally an acquired target image into a number
M*N of first sub-areas and dividing equally an acquired
image to be aligned into a number M*N of second sub-
areas, wherein a number of images acquired between the
acquired target image and the acquired image to be
aligned is below a preset threshold, and an aspect ratio of
the target image is same as an aspect ratio of the image to
be aligned, and both M and N are positive integers, and
a ratio of M to N is equal to the aspect ratios;

for each first sub-area in the target image, determining an
area offset between the first sub-area and a correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned, wherein
a sub-area location of the first sub-area in the target
image is same as a sub-area location of the correspond-
ing second sub-area in the image to be aligned; and
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determining an image offset between the target image and
the image to be aligned according to area offsets
between respective first sub-areas and corresponding
second sub-areas;

aligning the target image and the image to be aligned with

the determined image offset.
18. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of'claim 17, wherein the determining the area offset between
the first sub-area and the corresponding second sub-area com-
prises:
determining a fixed sample zone in the second sub-area;
determining a set area in the first sub-area, wherein a loca-
tion of a center of the set area in the first sub-area is same
as a location of a center of the fixed sample zone in the
second sub-area, and an aspect ratio of the set area is
same as an aspect ratio of the fixed sample zone, and the
set area is no smaller than the fixed sample zone;

determining at least one floating sample zone in the set
area, wherein a size of the floating sample zone is same
as a size of the fixed sample zone;

for each floating sample zone in the set area, determining a

feature difference between the floating sample zone and
the fixed sample zone and a sample zone offset of the
floating sample zone, wherein the sample zone offset is
coordinate values of a center of the floating sample zone
in a coordinate system created with its origin being the
center of the set area;

determining a floating sample zone, among all floating

sample zones in the set area, with the lowest feature
difference from the fixed sample zone; and
determining a sample zone offset of the determined float-
ing sample zone as the area offset between the first
sub-area and the corresponding second sub-area.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 18, wherein the determining the feature difference
between the floating sample zone and the fixed sample zone
comprises:

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, determining

asignificantly varying feature value of the first pixel, and
determining a significantly varying feature value of a
second pixel in the fixed sample zone corresponding to
the first pixel, wherein a location of the first pixel in the
floating sample zone is same as a location of the second
pixel in the fixed sample zone; and

determining a sum of absolute values of differences

between determined significantly varying feature values
of respective first pixels and significantly varying fea-
ture values of corresponding second pixels as the feature
difference between the floating sample zone and the
fixed sample zone.

20. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of'claim 19, wherein for each first pixel in the floating sample
zone, the determining the significantly varying feature value
of the first pixel comprises:

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, determining

pixels in the floating sample zone adjacent to the first
pixel; determining an nth power of an absolute value of
adifference between a pixel value of each adjacent pixel
and a pixel value of'the first pixel, wherein n is a positive
integer no less than 1; and determining a sum of deter-
mined nth powers as a varying feature value of the first
pixel;

determining an average of determined varying feature val-

ues of the respective first pixels as a feature value of the
floating sample zone; and

for each first pixel in the floating sample zone, if the vary-

ing feature value of the first pixel is above the feature
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value of the floating sample zone, then determining a
difference between the varying feature value of the first
pixel and the feature value of the floating sample zone as
the significantly varying feature value of the first pixel;
and if the varying feature value of the first pixel is not 5
above the feature value of the floating sample zone, then
determining a set value as the significantly varying fea-
ture value of the first pixel.
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